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Abstract:  
The market in the UK for renewable energy is arguably at a very critical phase in its 
development. Key drivers for current policy include energy security, climate change and 
energy prices added to which the UK has agreed specific targets with other EU countries 
to help meet these challenges. The UK is currently very poorly placed in the league table 
of EU nations in response to meeting these targets, with only Malta and Luxemburg 
currently performing less well according to Philip Wolfe of the Renewable Energy 
Association. However the UK government does expect to bridge this gap: 
 

“The 20% renewables target is an ambitious goal … 
by 2020, on the basis of existing policies, renewables would contribute around 
5% of the UK’s consumption … 
we will bring forward the appropriate measures, beyond those set out in this White 
Paper, to make our contribution to meeting these targets.” 
 
DTI Meeting the Challenge A - White Paper on Energy (May 2007) 

 
This timely report entirely researched and complied by VEND consulting, an innovative 
management consultancy based in Germany, is aimed squarely at assisting companies 
seeking to gain an advantage in the UK market at this critical time. VEND consulting has 
gained experience of Renewable Energy through its pioneering work assisting German 
manufacturers and suppliers in the more highly developed continental market. Using this 
knowledge and experience VEND consulting has embarked on this substantial piece of 
research to help UK organisations and suppliers in this market better understand the 
current business environment and political climate in which to trade profitably. 
 
The report is in 5 sections beginning with a general overview of worldwide energy demand 
and a description of the range of renewable energy alternatives. Section 2 describes the 
development of the UK renewables marketplace with section 3 providing a market 
overview including a summary of selected key organisations currently operating. Section 4 
of this report summarises the key finding of VENDs own research, based on a survey of 
65 organisations operating in the market today, into the state of the UK market including a 
view on the trends and outlook for the future. Finally the report offers some concluding 
remarks which state, among others, that the UK market is still in its early stages 
compared to the EU and in general the renewable energies markets are growing 
internationally. 
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VEND consulting would like to thank all the participants of this research and we hope that 
the invaluable contributions made by all those involved have provided an important 
resource on the future state of the renewables energy industry, in particular the challenges 
and opportunities for those participating in the potentially lucrative UK market. 
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